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d'1; Make plans to A Jesse Tree depicts the The generosity of St.
Nov. 30 |Dec. 1 AN WK 4 o | S B
. . .- - ¥ gift of God’s other biblical figures to ¥ 1= loday, was olen
il : their d dent expressed in the
o _ _ -— i o mercy in the Jesus, their descendent. giving of gifts.
Begm_ this journey of Advent by Read the Beatitudes in the Spend t].}'nelm sacrament of Make a Jesse Tree as a family Consider purchasing
blessing an Adwvent wreath Em':iII Cospel of Luke (6:20-23). Write prayer thinking penance today. As children place gifts for the less
lighting the first purple candle! down two or three things that aJ::-crut one or during this ornaments on the branches, read fortunate in your
) _ you find challenging or that Many families are experiencing Lo thmgg tt;at Advent season. an appropriate Scripture passage community this
AN ONES CHM TARE HEH O invite a change in your life. food insecurity this year. You can R o on ko Check with your that talks about that ancestor season. Make it a fami-
Adwvent wreath using toilet paper Keep the list in vour pra help by donating to holiday food simplify your . of [esus. ly adventure with a
roll “candles,” tissue paper - Auri &jﬂ; P.E‘J‘EYTI baskets N tin Y] 1 life and put . p.a.nsl'! for special shopping trip!
“flames,” and construction paper space cunng tus N @ OF SUPPOTing your joca your focus on confession times . Congider visiting fair
handprint “leaves ™ SRS food bank/pantry. Jesus. or communal Resource: hifps.//finyurl.com. trade shops in your
penance services. JesseTreeTCMY shopping travels.

On Gaudete Sunday,
wee light the rose
(pink) candle on tha
Advent wreath and
shift our reflection
from “the Lord is
coming” to “the Lord
is near.” We are more
than halfway to
Christmas day!

Before bed, say a prayer of
thanksgiving for all of the people
who have enriched your life and

strengthened your faith.

Laz Posadas, a reenactment of
Mary and Joseph seeking shelter
before the birth of Jesus, tradi-
tionally begins today. Follow The
Catholic Messenger on Facebook
or Instagram for updates on where
and when Las Posadas will take
place in our diccese.

This tradition, which comes
from Evening Prayer, has been

around since at least the
eighth century.

The prayer is available at
WwWw.uscch.org/prayers/
c-antiphons-advent

The Advent and Christmas
geason can be challenging for
those suffering with loss, isclation
or depression. Write a card or
letter to scmeone who is
struggling to remind therm that
they are not alone.

eating cookies and
drinking hot chocolate
while you read the
Christmas cards you
have received. Before
bed, pray an Our
Father and a Hail Mary
for all your beloved
family and friends.

. L 1
In the bustle of b Today is the Feast ‘
the holiday 4y - of Our Lady of
This year, the seazomn, spend -:' i Guadalupe who
Sclemnity of zome time this appeared to Juan —_
the Immaculate week in silence \\1;;; Diego as a pregnant .

On. fiis Sccond Sunday. of Advent, Conception is . . and prayer, “Peace begins with indigenous woman. Ii:;‘:t ‘-::jn;ngni: ;tr}?;;m ‘1t
light two violet candles on your observed today. B8t l:_‘m.nms Of‘ﬂ.SEISI made the possibly before each one of us: in . Pray for those who dislalda.l“'%r » 10 5 in love that brimjs
Advent wreath and ask God for Attend Mass. then if Christmas creche, or manger, BEIE Bless:;ttio the way we look at others, listen to are experiencing us closer to final victory (cf. Rom

. _ : i crament, the d gk about octhers™ -
the gtrengﬂt tn be like John the possible, pray the S50 CHEIStmES Eve of ks prepare your e al:l ngz LE; E?[u‘f i difficult pregnancies 5:3-5) and enables us to contribute
Baptist, preparing the way of the IOSAry. Set up a nativity scene in heart o receive and for those who to the building of a new world.
Lord. home and use the blessing in the the Lord at Today, make peace with someone are experiencing
purple box below. Christmas. in your life. 5 child loss or infertility. - Pope Leo XIV
1 1 7 Today marks the 1 8 Thinking 1 9 2 O “Looking without
i walking by, halting
4 beginning of the of Spend a family evening the frantic pace of our
*“0 Antiphons.™ YDH
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On this fourth Sunday of Advent,
light the third viclet candle on
your Advent wreath and pray that
the light of Christ will enter your
heart so that you may share the
warmth of God's love with those

you meet.
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Christmas Masses are a won-
derful opportunity fo re-engage
Catholics who have fallen away.
Invite your fallen-away friends to

attend Mass with you. Eeep them,
and all fallen away Catholics, in
your prayers this season.

s

As you reflect on Mary's
journeys to see her
kinswoman Elizabeth and
then to find shelter in
Bethlehem, pray for migrants
traveling to find family, hope,
and safe haven around the
world today.

Reflect on
your Advent
journey.
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Howr have you
brought hope to
others?

How have you
experienced
God's love
and mercy?

Merry
Christmas!

Eefore opening
presenis,
gather at

your Natiwity
scane and
read the

Christrmas story

(Lubke 2:1-20) from

your farmily Bible.

Iives, allowing the
lives of others, whoever they may
be, with their needs and troubles,

to touch our heart. That is what
makes us neighbors to one
another, what generates true
fraternity and breaks down walls
and barriers. In the end, love
prevails, and proves more
powerful than evil and death.”

-Pope Leo XIV

Blessing of a Christmas manger or nativity scene
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All make the sign of the
cross as the leader says:

Our help is in the name of
the Lord.

R/. Who made heaven and
earth,

One of those present or the
leader reads a tex! of sacred
Seripture. for example, Luke
2:1 (lines 1-5) or Gaiah T:10
(lines 10-15. the birth of

563-359-0500

c |

McCarthy-Bush Corporation

meccarthybushcorp.com

L. The Gospel of the Lord.

R/_ Praize fo you, Lord Jesos
Christ.

All join bands:

L/. God of every nation and
people, from the wery
beginning of creation you
have ma%& manifest ?z:w
lowe: when our need for a
Savior was great you sent
your 3on to be born of the
Virgin Mary.

To our lives he brings joy
and peace, justice, mercy.
and love.

Lord, bless all who look
upon this manger; may it
remind ws of the huomble
birth of Jesus, and raise our
thoughts to him, who is
God-with-us and Savior of
all, and who lives and
reigns forever and ever

R/ Amen.
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