
AMMAN, Jordan
(CNS) — Latin Patriarch
Fouad Twal of Jerusalem
welcomed the announce-
ment of Pope Francis’ May
visit to the Holy Land and
said he hopes the pilgrim-
age will be a “cry for
peace,” particularly for

Palestinians, Israelis,
Syrians and others beset by
conflict. 

Pope Francis an -
nounced his first trip as
pontiff to the Holy Land,
May 24-26, during his
weekly blessing in Vatican
City Jan. 5. 

His visit to Jordan,
Israel and the Palestinian
territories is planned to
mark the 50th anniversary
of the historic visit by Pope
Paul VI to the Holy Land in
1964. 

Pope Francis is expect-
ed to celebrate Masses in
the West Bank town of
Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and
the Jordanian capital,
Amman, where he will
begin his trip. 

Speaking to reporters in
Amman Jan. 5, Patriarch
Twal underscored that Arab
Christians are badly in
need of the pope’s encour-
agement as their numbers
continue to decrease due to
violence and economic
hardship. “How great is his
concern for us. And our
presence, I think is one of
the aspects he will mention
in his speech to ask us to be
courageous and to stay,”
the Jordanian-born patri-
arch said. 

“To stay in this land, to
live in this land, to die in
this land: the Holy Land is
worthy to stay, to suffer
and to die for,” he said.

RIO DE JANEIRO
(CNS) — Pope Francis has
pledged a donation of
almost $5 million to help

pay part of the debt
incurred by the Arch dio -
cese of Rio de Janeiro for
World Youth Day, said the
Local Organizing Com -
mittee.

A statement from the
committee said the pope
recognized “the great effort
made by the Local
Organizing Committee to
hold World Youth Day in
Rio de Janeiro and demon-
strated his intention to
financially help pay off
part of the investments
made” for the event. 

An independent audit of
the event, conducted by
Ernst & Young, confirmed
that on Aug. 31, World
Youth Day had an accumu-
lated debt of $38.4 million.
After renegotiating with
suppliers and selling a
property, the Archdiocese

of Rio de Janeiro was able
to reduce the debt to a little
over $18 million. 

World Youth Day was
Pope Francis’ first interna-
tional trip after being
named pontiff. The event
brought nearly 3 million
pilgrims to Copacabana
beach July 23-28.

An October-December
public campaign to obtain
donations to pay off the
debt collected $336,600.

The Local Organizing
Committee said World
Youth Day was funded
entirely by the Church and
donations. Federal, state
and local governments’
participation was limited to
guaranteeing the security
of pilgrims and public
services during the event, it
said.
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OT 
New American Bible 

Pre-Vatican II Missal: 
Vigils & Feasts 

Current Lectionary: 
Sundays & Major Feasts 

Current Lectionary: 
Sundays & Weekdays 

# Chap. # Verses 
Total 

Verses 
Used 

% Used Verses Used % Used Verses Used % Used 

OT 
Total 
(w/o 
Psalms) 

924 25044 255 1.0 % 932 3.7 % 3378 13.5 % 

NT # Chap. # Verses 
Total 

Verses 
Used 

% Used Verses Used % Used Verses Used % Used 

Gospels 
(4)  89 3779 848 22.4 % 2184 57.8 % 3393 89.8 % 

NT w/o 
Gospels 

171 4178 461 11.0 % 1063 25.4 % 2296 54.9 % 

NT 
Total 260 7957 1309 16.5 % 3247 40.8 % 5689 71.5 % 

(Continued from Page 1)

Not only was this a great success
within the Catholic community, but
the new lectionary had tremendous
ecumenical impact. Today, a large
number of other Christian communi-
ties use a variation of the Roman
Lectionary. Therefore, more often
than not, on any given Sunday
Catholics and our sisters and brothers
in other churches are hearing the
same readings. 

For many Catholics, this increased
exposure to the Scriptures within
Mass has extended to a “warm and
living love” for the Bible outside of
Mass, as seen in the popularity of

parish Bible studies and the use of the
Scriptures in both communal (see SC
#35.4) and individual prayer. 

The increased exposure of
Catholics to the Scriptures, within
and outside of liturgy, is but one fruit
of the Council.  

Just as important as being able to
hear more of the Scriptures pro-
claimed is the sense, perhaps not
fully realized or integrated into the
life of the Church yet, that Christ “is
present in His word, since it is He
Himself who speaks when the holy
scriptures are read in the Church”
(#7). In other words, the proclama-
tion of the word is sacramental; it

mediates an encounter with God, an
encounter that invites a response. As
paragraph 33 also notes: 

For in the liturgy God speaks to
His people and Christ is still pro-
claiming His gospel. And the people
reply to God both by song and prayer.

In addition to hearing more of the
Scriptures, and hopefully realizing in
that proclamation a true encounter
with Christ, post-conciliar Catholics
experienced another important
change in the Liturgy of the Word:
the renewal of the liturgical homily
— which will be the topic of the next
article in this series.

Increased exposure to Scriptures a fruit of Council

Pope helps pay down WYD debt

(Continued from Page 1)

“In our day room, we’re not as con-
cerned about numbers at this time; we’re
concerned about keeping people off the
streets and out of the elements,” she added.

A Google search shows a list of 10
homeless shelters within a 35-mile radius
of Davenport, including Rock Island and
Moline in Illinois and Clinton and
Muscatine in Iowa.  Each has specific cri-
teria and ground rules.  Humility of Mary
Shelter serves single men and single
women ages 18 and older. “We’re not a
‘dry’ shelter, so we allow people to be here
under the influence — as long as they
maintain appropriate behavior,” Gramenz
said. 

Humility of Mary Housing Inc., found-
ed by the Congregation of the Humility of
Mary, came to the aid of the homeless pop-
ulation by re-opening a shelter in 2008 that
had been forced to close. The Quad-City
community has been financially support-
ive, but more funds are needed to keep the
shelter going. The Sisters of Humility are
engaged in a challenge grant to benefit
Humility of Mary Shelter and say they
need to raise $250,000 by April 30.  The
homeless are depending on it. Judith
Clark, a shelter guest, begged a visitor for
help, saying she had nowhere to go when
she leaves the shelter next week. 

Pope Francis, in his apostolic exhorta-
tion on the new evangelization, noted that
the poor, in their difficulties, know the suf-
fering Christ. “We need to let ourselves be
evangelized by them, to speak for them
and to embrace the mysterious wisdom
which God shares with us through them”
(EG no. 198).

Lonzio arrived at Humility of Mary
Shelter a couple of weeks ago from central
Illinois, in search of a job. The 31-year-old
Chicago native got up Monday morning,
eager to head out to a job site despite the
bitter cold. “I took the bus from here about
6:40 a.m. and didn’t get there until 8 a.m.
I took three buses,” he said. As it turns out,
the job site hadn’t yet received Lonzio’s
background check; an employee apolo-
gized and said she would call him as soon
as the paperwork arrived. So Lonzio head-
ed back toward the shelter, getting off at
one of the bus stops to walk to an Iowa Job

Service office. The walk just about killed
him, he said. Even though his face was
covered and he wore two pairs of gloves,
he thought he might have frostbite on his
right thumb. “It was brutal,” he said. “I felt
like everything was going to fall off.”

But Lonzio also expressed optimism
and gratitude. After completing online job
applications, he had an interview lined up
with another potential employer for the
next day. 

Thirty-year-old Sabrina lives in her
own apartment, but “I come here during
the day for someplace to go,” she said, sit-
ting quietly at a table in the day shelter.
She had walked about 10 blocks from her
home because she had an appointment
Monday with a shelter staff member who
has been a big help to her. Although
Sabrina was bundled up in long johns and
other warm clothes, “it was so cold my
eyes were tearing up,” she said.

Barrett, who’d taken the bus to and
from Rock Island on Monday, had to take
the hand warmers out of his gloves and put
them in his socks. “It’s that cold.” But he
accomplished what he needed to do:
search for a job.

Sister Ludmilla Benda, RSM, who
serves hungry people at Father Conroy’s
Vineyard of Hope in Davenport on
Sundays and holidays, marvels at the grat-
itude that many of the poor express for
basic necessities and kindness.

This past Sunday, she didn’t have as
many guests as usual, perhaps because
people didn’t want to have to wait outside
in the bitter cold to get into the small
building where she serves breakfast and
lunch. Because of the smaller crowd, no
one had to wait outside. “I complain about
the cold, but they don’t complain,” she
said. “I think I’d be so angry. But they’re
so grateful. They say, ‘thank you; thank
you.’”

By Barb Arland-Fye
The Catholic Messenger

Parishioners and parishes throughout
the Davenport Diocese respond to the
needs of homeless people in their com-
munities, said Kent
Ferris, director of
Social Action and of
Catholic Charities for
the Diocese of Dav -
enport.

Some years ago,
Catholic and other
church communities in
Iowa City took turns
hosting a night of over-
flow homeless people from a local shel-
ter, after learning some homeless people
were sleeping on rectory porches
because they had nowhere else to go.
That difficult situation inspired erection
of a larger shelter to serve the homeless,
Ferris said.

“The Shelter House in Iowa City is a
community wide service, and I know
that parishes in the Iowa City metro area
support it and likely have parishioners
who volunteer there,” he added.

Father John Spiegel, pastor of St.
Mary Parish in Iowa City, said the
parish pays for two or
three people a month
to spend the night at a
local motel if they
have been turned away
from the Shelter House
because it was full.
The shelter does not
allow people who have
been abusing sub-
stances to stay there. 

St. Mary’s hasn’t had to assist anyone

during the recent cold snap, but Fr.
Spiegel supposes that is because the
shelter isn’t turning away people during
the dangerous cold snap.

St. Thomas More in Coralville takes
a certain percentage of its Christmas
collections to give twice a year to local
agencies that serve people in need,
including the homeless. 

Ss. Mary & Mathias Parish in
Muscatine takes up a monthly collection
for the Muscatine Center for Strategic
Action, which provides a homeless shel-
ter in the old “Y” building downtown,
said Ferris, a member of the Muscatine
parish. “If push came to shove, the cen-
ter would put cots out in the gymnasi-
um.”

The parish also supports the Loaves
and Fishes program, which helps fund
the meal site at the center.

Such support is happening in other
parishes within the 22-county diocese,
Ferris noted.

“It’s quite likely we’re not the lead
agency in responding to the needs of the
homeless, but parishes financially and
individually are active and involved in
contributing to those ongoing efforts. 

“We are so dependent on parish-
ioners who are actively involved in the
community to share that information
with their social action committees or
pastoral councils … if we identify an
unmet need in any of the 22 counties we
will raise the question of who will
respond to this need,” Ferris continued.

“It requires a community wide
effort; it’s not just Catholics, but other
members of faith communities who
have an obligation to respond based on
the teachings of Jesus.”

It takes a community to respond
to needs of homeless people

Day room keeps people warm
‘We’re concerned about keep-
ing people off the streets and
out of the elements.’

— Humility of Mary Shelter
program director Cindi
Gramenz

Ferris

Fr. Spiegel

Patriarch hopes pope’s
May visit is ‘cry for peace’

Material was provided by Rev. Felix Just, SJ, at http://catholic-resources.org/
Lectionary/Statistics.htm and is reprinted with the author’s permission. 
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